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There have been several eHealth and Tele-Health projects in resource challenged settings in the Philippines in the past five years. These projects have made use of the available Information Technology and communications tools to provide tele-medicine services to Filipinos in the rural areas of the country. Today, there are new technologies that improve on, and address the shortcomings and limitations of the previous systems. The Sana Mobile Telemedicine system is an innovative mobile healthcare information system that provides an end-to-end infrastructure of medical diagnosis and treatment. The system is highly customizable, with an easy to use Android-based mobile phone interface, built on top of several Open Source technologies. It utilizes a collaborative multi-discipline approach in its development and implementation. The Philippine implementation is a multi-organization collaboration among the following: Center For Community Transformation, and Negros Women's for Tomorrow Foundation (non-government organizations), Integrated Open Source Solutions (a software development company), and Asia Pacific College (a school). The Sana Mobile Telemedicine system was successfully piloted within CCT and NWTF. A Sana Mobile Hypertension procedure was created and customized to local requirements. The average time for gaining familiarity with the Android mobile interface was one day. Healthcare workers found the interface straightforward and easy to use. Doctors were able to view detailed patient information and send their diagnosis back to the healthcare worker through the system. CCT and NWTF are now planning to integrate the Sana Mobile Telemedicine system within their organizations to provide tele-medicine services to their members.
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