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Worldwide, public authorities are trying to improve uptake, efficiency and interoperability of ICT support for (telemedical) healthcare services through adoption and enforcement of standards and guidelines, such as IHE XDS and HL7. Furthermore, security concerns are often enforced by requiring services to run inside healthcare VPNs. Finally access control is tailored for authorized healthcare professionals, not citizens. However, closed network solutions along with big and hard to comprehend standards slow down uptake of solutions and access control regimes hold back interaction between initiatives in public and private sectors. With these major challenges in mind, we take inspiration from existing business and software ecosystem approaches and theories we answer the question: how can we form a dynamic ecosystem of healthcare technology and services in order to allow easier and more flexible development, integration and application of new services, as well as accelerate the adoption of standards and further public/private engagement? Based on a commonality analysis of existing telemedicine solutions and standards in ICT for healthcare, we present functional and quality requirements that should be meet for software-intensive ecosystem for telemedicine to be effective. In particular, we argue that i) an emphasis on standards must complemented by available reference implementations, ii) an open source service and component approach must be complemented by a strict quality control measure, iii) specifications and architectures must be complemented by provisioning and maintenance support by an ecosystem keystone player, and iv) access control mechanisms must support general access by authorized healthcare professionals as well as personal access by citizens. 
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