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Project Description The AFA-ConnectAlzheimer project has deployed a network of tactile terminals (10-20 concurrent users) in the home environment that stimulates the interaction between Alzheimer patients, their carers and also with social care professionals in the area of Barcelona. Specially, this project has offered added value services designed to facilitate various daily processes to carers and social care professionals, like videoconferences in real time. The AFA-ConnectAlzheimer project also permits the Alzheimer patient to practice cognitive stimulation with custom exercises from their home, using a specific software that is monitored by the social care professional. Innovation in the service delivery Some of this innovation aspects of the project could be listed as follow: empowerment of the use of new technologies by carers of Alzheimer patients, "mash up" (as a basis) of commercial and affordable telematic products and the high degree of accessibility and usability of the software platform developed by i2Cat. Results and conclussions AFA-ConnectAlzheimer project has stimulated carers to have an active life aside from caregiver tasks. Also has increased carers’ self-esteem: they feel forced to keep an adequate look, as they know they are being viewed through the net. Other interesting result is the reduction of the incidence of psycho-social problems, motivated by the continuous care of people with dependency. This platform is now a tool to increase the contact between carers and/with the reference social care professional. With an easy to use functionality, the platform keep carers informed of new developments related to Alzheimer disease through news, and advise and supply them with formation using audiovisual and interactive contents. AFA-ConnectAlzheimer project gives an incentive to Alzheimer’s patients’ cognitive stimulation through specific software, remotely monitored by a professional. And finally, this project has a high level of dissemination impacts through mass media and local televisions. Project website: http://www.i2cat.net/en/projecte/afa-connectalzheimer-1
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