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As for any type of cancer, there are many therapeutic advances for the management of prostate cancer. They have to involve a permanent change of practice in order to deliver the most appropriate care. The French Association of Urology (AFU), the European Association of Urology (EAU) and Ipsen have decided to work together to create a tool to manage and monitor therapeutic choices using most recent guidelines. To be efficient, that tool should include several major requirements: - be a real clinical decision support system, suitable for the doctor-patient relationship, - be a guide during the consultation and not after, - help to decide, even with incomplete data or inconsistencies, - propose an intuitive human-machine interface (HMI), to deliver information and advice, - be updated in regards to the evolution of the guidelines, in a simple way, with no engineering support, - let each practitioner mastering his decision and expertise. The tool was developed using Normind's Intègre® rules engine. This works in a very simple way: at any step of a reasoning process, Intègre evaluates consistency between all available information and detect possible errors. When an inconsistency is observed among patient's data, therapeutic choice and guidelines, an alert arises. The practitioner may take this advice into account or not. In any case, and even if he decides to pursue his reasoning process with that inconsistency, Intègre keeps guiding and providing advices. Based on european guidelines, 550 rules have been defined, in 2 months, to deliver a software with an appropriate HMI designed with the urologists. The work focused only on the modeling of best practices and configuration of the interface, with no need for software development. In future releases of the application, scientific societies may themselves take over changing rules resulting from the latest scientific advances. Today, 100 urologists are testing the first release. In early 2012, 1000 urologists in 5 countries will use it. The software will be connected to a unique database to collect data from practice. This will provide to scientific societies a unique support for practice and guidelines assessment.
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