Domestic risk prevention and technologies: new jobs of tomorrow for home support
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Every year in France, nearly 20,000 people die in a domestic accident; it was in 2010 four times more than on the roads. About 80% of these victims are people over 65. Accidents of everyday life are a real public health problem. If the accident rate decreases with age until age 70, it increases again for the elders. Falls inside the house are by far the leading cause of accidents. ICT for the autonomy of persons including home automation are working to develop space in terms of safety and ergonomics. However, to preserve the parameters established by an elderly person on a daily basis, a multidisciplinary support is vital when working for improvement in the housing. The laws and regulations published in recent years reaffirm the predominant place of the users. This demographic, social and political evolution has fostered the last twenty years emergence of jobs around support for autonomy. Mainly, the professionals in health, social and medico social fields have been trained in assisting in the daily life by combining health care and human support. But other tracks are to be thought and developed facing new tools for "autonomisation". The aim of new jobs converging transversal through gerontechnology and intelligent building will be to find innovative solutions tailored to maintain independence. Current technological solutions are often neither aesthetic nor ergonomic because thought with the user as a market target and not as a starting point. With transversal skills in design, autonomy and ICTs, "autonomists" (engineers in autonomy, i.e. consultant for home automation, specialized architect, social technologist, consultant in autonomy...) will ensure the maintenance of techniques proposed in a broad sense not only technological but also social, societal and economic, to optimize services and ensure the functionality of the assistance. Products developed will then also fit well to a standard of comfort and aesthetics. As we will demonstrate, jobs of tomorrow will als! o have to keep in mind that technology cannot and should never replace the human help that is essential for people often affected by a loss of social link.
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