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How do we meet the challenges which are posed to us by ageing societies? In many European regions this is a concern, shared by policy makers, providers of health care and entrepreneurs. From 4 of these regions the CURA-B project is started. 10 partners from West-Flanders, Zeeland, Suffolk and Nord-Pas de Calais are uniting in order to bridge the gap between the worlds of business and care. They are focusing on enabling the innovative power of entrepreneurs to strengthen services in health and social care markets. The project stimulates developments in the fields of ‘telecare’ and ‘wellbeing for elderly’. Stakeholders from all regions are involved in its activities. 

The project CURA-B consists of three activities:

1. Mapping the context
In this first stage, enterprises and providers of care are interviewed in order to gain a better understanding about the context of the project. How are care and business related right now? How do they perceive each other? What are the impediments for innovation processes? Are there best practices worth to be spread with the other regions?

Further, a desk research is conducted in all partner countries. The result is a consolidated report on the financial, organizations and legal context of healthcare in France, the UK, Flanders and The Netherlands. This study is written in order to help SMEs in order to enter the markets of healthcare and social care in the four countries.

2. Bridging the gap

In this stage several stakeholders in the four regions will be connected. There will be workshops, focus groups and conferences in order to bring people together and discuss about the results of the first activity. There also will be some interregional activities

3. Bringing into practice

In the last stage there some pilots will be launched, based on the results of both preceding activities.

Currently the first activity has been completed. During the Med-e-Tel the results, collated and analyzed by the Anglia-Ruskin University in Cambridge, UK will be presented.

