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Nurses use telehealth strategies worldwide to extend their practice. Web access to information about health and illness promises a better-informed public. All healthcare professionals are challenged to employ research findings to best effect to support evidence-based practice in every care context. The purpose of this paper is to propose development of a research agenda for telehealth nursing. A brief analysis of research in 2009 [1] found knowledge about telenursing being developed in the areas of delivery modality effectiveness; intervention fidelity; provider responses; care environments; and client outcomes. A second research review in 2010 [2] found that nurse researchers were contributing to the body of knowledge for many facets of eHealth through nursing and interdisciplinary research and dissemination. More recent telehealth nursing research includes topics such as home-based care strategies, web-based education for self-care or self-monitoring, Internet support groups, telephone interventions, telephone triage, telephone data collection, automated wireless prompts, remote health monitoring for data safety, effects of teleICU monitoring, virtual nurse assistance and education, and ethics of research using health web logs (blogs). Diseases of subjects in nursing research included cardiovascular, diabetes, cancer, COPD, sepsis, renal failure, HIV and rheumatoid arthritis. Subjects further included telehealth nurses, older adults, adolescents and home-care patients. Considering the heterogeneity of telehealth nursing research, we propose that a Delphi method be used to survey telehealth nurses, including researchers, to develop a consensus for setting priorities for telehealth nursing research. Identifying research priorities will advance the goals of evidence-based practice and improved healthcare outcomes. Well-done research is always important and useful but a more deliberate approach, based on the views of the community, could support more targeted knowledge generation and synthesis in support of telehealth nursing practice. 
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