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In Ethiopia, there is acute shortage of higher professionals. The total numbers of physicians are 2,152 out of those general practitioners (1151) and specialist (1,001) and majority of them are staying in Addis Ababa (934) and other major cities. The doctor to population ratio is approximately 1:36,000 when it comes to public health facilities the ratio is 1:56,013.Health workers in rural health care, who serve most of the population, are far from specialist support and up to date information. Because specialists tend to work in large cities where they apply their trade on a larger population, patients in rural and remote regions are often medically underserved. In order to address these challenges in Ethiopian, the healthcare system operates on “Primary Healthcare Services” with “referral” system. Quite often, many patients are sent elsewhere at considerable expenses. In a number of cases the treatment could have been carried out by the local healthcare provider with advice from a specialist anywhere in the country. The proposed project has been focused on implementing eWaveMD's Remote Virtual Consultation Platform (RVCP) combined with the Advanced Rural Telemedicine Clinic (ARTEC) in primary health care service operating on existing public communication infrastructure as well as exploiting the advantage of eWaveMD web based technology. The system will provide medical consultation at a distance: to support medical procedures, in a cost effective, on-time manner, utilize limited available healthcare resources (facilities and professionals) and reduce the distance between patient and provider in primary healthcare services limited in resources like Amhara and Oromia regions.

Specific Objectives:

1. To establish a pilot project of application eWaveMD eHealth Platform for capturing data by using ARTEC (medical measurement devices) up to 12 sites (Addis Ababa, Amhara and Oromia Regions)

2. To use eWaveMD Unified e-Health Platform- One platform, multiple solutions for EMR, remote diagnostics, virtual consultation and Tele-education in selected 10 sites ( three hospitals and seven Health Centers) see the attached list

3. To trial run the efficacy of eWaveMD for virtual consultation and support a professional network (Nurses, Health Officers, General Practitioners and Specialists) and create the basic for a scale up plan

