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Subject: Open Source software in terms of professional software (medical applications) or supporting components that have been specifically designed for the health care domain and can be used in a clinical setting. Objective: Gain knowledge about the awareness, acceptance and usage of Open Source software in health care and identify the strengths, weaknesses and barriers to its adoption as seen by CIOs of German and European hospitals. Method: Research is performed in form of a qualitative expert survey on basis of a predefined interview guideline. The survey has been carried out at the ALKRZ meeting in Frankfurt am Main, Germany and at the HIMSS CIO Summit in Geneva, Switzerland. If possible interviews have been conducted person-to-person, further interviews have been performed subsequently via telephone. Results will be aggregated to present the overall view of the interviewed CIOs and will be correlated to the information retrieved from a previously performed literature review. Results: So far 18 interviews have been successfully conducted. As transcription is currently in progress no results are yet available. General attitude of interviewed CIOs appears to be largely in line with the results of Paré et al. Yet the adoption of Open Source has made significant progress in the area of the general IT infrastructure and the CIOs seem to be more aware of the potentials of Open Source software. Discussion: Literature analysis showed that the broad majority of available publications mainly discussed advantages and disadvantages of Free and Open Source software quite generally without or only by slightly taking the specific aspects of health care and the requirements of a clinical setting into account. Only Paré et al. focused on the barriers to adoption from the viewpoint of CIOs of health care institutions in Quebec, Canada, Hohenwarter analyzed the strength and weaknesses in Austria from a market assessment perspective.
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