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There are varied reasons for failure of programmes after programmes to improve the health indicators and it is a matter of a separate study but it is a reality that the basic issues bothering India have not changed since last 60 years in the health sector. Even in first five year plan we were planning to address shortage of doctors in rural areas, making plans to lure and bring specialists in the remotest parts of country so as to improve the health conditions but even after 11 five year plans, the condition has only marginally improved if not worsened. According to a recent data 71% of Indian population resides in rural areas whereas only 2-3% of specialists are present in those areas to take care of them. The condition of ambulance transportation of patients, connectivity of roads and referral coordination between hospitals is still very bad so ultimately it’s the poor patient who is still suffering the brunt of inefficiency of governance and planning.India has made significant progress in the field of information technology and communication. This sector has fuelled the great economic boom of country in the last 2 decades,that is why Telemedicine has been touted as the future of healthcare for countries like India, where large population resides in remotest parts which are devoid of quality healthcare services and are separated by great distances. According to a recent estimate, there are more than 900 million working mobile numbers in our country right now, which is an enormous resource with more reach and more potential than any other means of communication. We can use this huge network of mobile telephony for betterment of health services, management of chronic diseases, increasing health awareness and to provide follow up care along with various newer and more innovative models of interventions.apart from that even the government plans to spend Rs 20,000 Crores for creating a Optical Fibre network across the country.We have been implementing and re implementing similar types of programmes year after year without any success,so it’s high time we give technology a chance and use Telemedicine as future mode of universal health care.
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